




 

MINUTES OF ISLANDS COMMITTEE 

HELD IN DUNGLOE PSC ON 14th February 2023 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Cllr Anthony Molloy (Cathaoirleach) 

Cllr. Michael McClafferty 

Cllr. Noreen McGarvey  

    Cllr. Micheal Choilm Mac Giolla Easbuig 

    Cllr. John Sheamais Ó Fearraigh 

Cllr. Marie Therese Gallagher 

Mairín Uí Fhearraigh 

Noirín Uí Mhaoldomhnaigh 

Laird Dinsmore 

Marjorie Uí Chearbhall 

William Boyle 

    Eddie Joe McGee 

Séamus Rodgers 

 

OFFICIALS PRESENT:   Michael McGarvey - Director of Water & Environment 

Service 

Michael Rowsome, A/Area Manager, Corporate & 

Housing 

Jamie Gallagher, Roads Engineer 

Donna Callaghan – Area Planner 

Anne Marie McCole – Community Dev. Staff Officer  

Mary Boyle, A/SSO, Housing & Corporate 

Eugene Allan, Ast.Engineer, Martine Engineer 

John McCarron, SEE, Water & Environment 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:   

Dónal Mac Giolla Chóill   – Aistriúcháin    Comhuaineach 

Máire Uí Mhaoláin, Comhar na nOileáin 

Charlie Boyle,  Customer Experience Excellence 

Ireland (CXEI) 

Noelle Smullen, Customer Experience Excellence 

Ireland (CXEI) 

Sally Rodgers, Customer Experience Excellence 

Ireland (CXEI) 

 

 



 

     

IC 01/23 Minutes of Meeting 

 

On the proposal of Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig, seconded by William 

Boyle, the Committee agreed the Minutes of the meeting held on the 

8th November 2022 in Dungloe Public Service Centre. 

 

IC 02/23 Blueways Presentation 

 

Charlie Boyle from CXEI made a detailed presentation to the 

Committee in relation to a feasibility and development plan for a 

Blueway to the Small Islands to link up with the 

Arranmore/Burtonport Blueway. 

 

The following items were addressed during the presentation: 

 

 Reversal of decreasing population levels 

 Methodology 

 Principle Motivators 

 Barriers to participation 

 Policy context 

 Community Led Tourism – recommendation 

 

Noirín Uí Mhaoldomhnaigh provided the Committee with further 

information on the Blueway Project and Tourism promotion on 

Arranmore and the necessity to incentivise entrepreneurship on 

Islands. 

 

The representatives from CXEI and Comhar na nOileáin agreed with 

the request from William Boyle to include Owey island within the 

feasibility study. 

 

Members unanimously praised the Blueway Initiative and all those 

involved in progressing the project to date. 

 

Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig proposed that Council Staff and Members 

convene a further meeting in relation to Blueways. 

 

 

 



 

 

IC 03/23 Arranmore Island 

 

Noirín Uí Mhaoldomhnaigh commended the high standard of 

roadworks on the Island and requested assistance from the Council 

on the following items: 

 

 Road projects at Upper Leabgarrow to Stacamór Pier, 

Cloghcorr and Ballard to Loch na Muc. 

 Provision of a barrier on the Lighthouse road. 

 Provision of plastic recycling facilities. 

 Repairs to deck of both Aphort Pier and Polawaddy slipway. 

 Extension of Aphort slipway. 

 Repair of Stacamór pier and installation of crane. 

 Upgrade of Aphort pier crane. 

 Conversion of ferry pier crane from diesel to electric. 

 

IC 04/23 Tory Island 

 

Marjorie Uí Chearbhall requested the assistance of the Council to 

progress projects as follows: 

 Magheroarty pier study. 

 Completion of helipad surface. 

 Repair of steps to facilitate safe access to the ferry. 

 Confirmation regarding service/department with 

responsibility for coastal protection / sea wall. 

 Upgrade to playground. 

 Relocation of storage containers. 

 Provision of shelter for ferry passengers. 

 Provision of fence around recycling centre. 

 

Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig expressed disappointment that there has 

been no development regarding the provision of a new boat for Tory 

Island and also highlighted concerns regarding issues pertaining to 

the Magheroarty toilet facility within the Údarás building. 

 

Cllr. Ó Fearraigh repeated previous requests for an upgrade and 

provision of an adequate Fire Service on Tory Island.  He also 

requested the tarring of the Car Park at Magheroarty. 

 



Cllr. McClafferty requested the Council to seek a meeting with the 

relevant Minister regarding the provision of a coastal protection wall 

and also highlighted the necessity for toilet facilities on all Islands. 

 

IC  05/23 Gola Island 

 

Eddie Joe Mc Gee requested Council Services to incorporate the 

following items into their workplans: 

 

 Provision of public convenience 

 Port a Chruinn pier works 

 Provision of additional fire extinguishers 

 Repair of water pipe 

 Repair of road to the back of the Island. 

 

Mairín Uí Fhearraigh requested the repair of the electronic counter 

on the pier. 

 

IC 06/23 Owey Island 

 

William Boyle expressed frustration that the provision of lighting 

and repair of railings on the pier remain outstanding. 

 

The Marine Engineer undertook to expedite both the above issues 

as a matter of urgency. 

 

IC 07/23 Rutland Island 

 

Laird Dinsmore highlighted the absence of running water on the 

Island and the negative impact on development/repopulation.  He 

also recommended the implementation of an Emergency Evacuation 

Scheme and associated contact numbers.   

 

Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig stated that substantial monies have been 

invested in a pier on Rutland and requested details regarding claims 

of private ownership. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IC 08/23 Small Islands 

 

Máirín Uí Fhearraigh requested assistance from the Council on the 

following issues: 

 

 Village Renewal Schemes and repair to old houses. 

 Repair of roads on Inis Caorach. 

 Status of crane on Inisboffin. 

 Provision of ring buoys at Kitty Archie’s Pier. 

 Provision of swim shelter at Magheragallon and Gola Piers. 

 Update on status of National Islands Strategy. 

 Offshore Wind Project update. 

 

The Committee recommended the availability of a barge / small 

ferry to facilitate the transportation of goods to the small islands a 

couple of times per year. 

 

 

IC 09/23 Masterplan 

 

Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig requested the Council to liaise with An Roinn, 

Údarás and Island Co-ops to commence a Masterplan for sustainable 

Development on Arranmore and at Magheroarty. 

 

IC 10/23 Priority Projects 

 

On the proposal of Cllr. Gallagher, seconded by Cllr. Molloy, the 

Committee recommended the preparation of a prioritised list of all 

Island Projects and the circulation of status updates in advance of 

Island Meetings.  The Director undertook to arrange preparation of 

this list. 

 

IC 11/23 Road Service 

 

The Roads Engineer informed the Committee that a grant allocation 

of €100,000 has been allocated to Donegal County Council for Local 

Improvement Schemes on Islands.  He further advised that the 

Local Improvement Scheme is open for receipt of applications 

throughout the year.  The Roads Engineer acknowledged the receipt 

of submission of Island Road Projects and undertook to compare 



same with the Island’s Policy.  Seamus Rodgers requested the Council 

to take over the Doctor’s Road on Arranmore. 

 

IC 12/23 Marine Service 

 

The Committee noted the Report circulated at the meeting and 

presented by the Marine Engineer regarding the status of Marine 

works throughout the County. 

 

IC 13/23 Any other Business 

 

Seamus Rodgers paid a warm tribute to Cllr. Ian McGarvey following 

his recent retirement. 

 

Seamus Rodgers also expressed condolences to Cllr. Ó Fearraigh 

following a recent family bereavement. 

 

The Committee expressed their sympathy to John McCafferty, 

Arranmore Representative following the passing of his sister. 

 

Seamus Rodgers commended the charitable achievements of Paddy 

Connaghan from Arranmore who won the World Open Water 

Swimming Association Man of the Year Award. 

 

THIS CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS OF THE MEETING. 

 

 

 

 

 



Island Meeting Report -  May 2023– Marine Section 

Aranmore: 

Rannagh – Design Complete, to be uploaded on Etenders in next week. Funding request increased 

from €70k to €300k after site visit, survey, and further requests. Further information returned to An 

Roinn 

Stackamore – Crane in production, ESB application complete 

Pollwaddy – Slipway under design, works to be complete direct labour in coming weeks 

Ahphort – Funding requested submitted for crane upgrade, further information returned to An 

Roinn. 

Magheroarty: 

Funding request increased to €280k to cover both carparks, further information returned to An 

Roinn 

Gola: 

Pier site visit and survey complete – design work underway 

Owey: 

Lights to be installed by contractor in coming weeks. 

Inishmeane: 

Steps replacement – Funding applied for 

Tory: 

Concrete works to steps complete, handrail to be installed, contractor awaiting fittings. 

Helipad lights in procurement, works to be complete when delivered. 

Inishbofin: 

Crane – ESB works complete, final commissioning underway 

 

 



Priority 1 2 3 4

Project name Arranmore Island - Ring Road Screig Link

Arranmore Island - Stacamór Pier to Upper 

Leabgarrow Arranmore Island - Aphort Road 

Arranmore Island - Surface Dressing 2022 

Works

Start and end points (as coordinates or on a 

map) 167,310; 417,125 to 165,640; 417,380 168,170; 416,025 to 167,890; 416090

Aphort Road (L-3143-1) in the townlands of 

Plughoge & Illion                                                                     

167,110; 414,220 to 167,425; 414375

3 sections                                                           

1) 166,705; 414,180 to 166,740; 414495        

2) 165,110; 414,470 to 164,855; 414790        

3) 165,795; 416,290 to 165,670; 416,455

Road width 2380m long and 3.6m wide 300m long and 3.5m wide 350m long and 4.0m wide

3 sections - all 3.6m wide                               

1) 410m, 2) 625m and 3) 215m

Type of surface proposed (e.g. depth of 

Clause 804/806, asphaltic concrete, surface 

dressing (single/double) etc)

Regulate with Clause 804 and Bitmac with 

60mm AC14. 

Regulate with Clause 804 and Bitmac with 

60mm AC14. Overlay with 60mm of AC14

Double Surface Dress with 6mm and a 

10mm chip

Other relevant details, if applicable (e.g. 

drainage, lay-by, etc) 

Drainage works including replacement of a 

number of road crossings has been 

completed

Drainage works to be carried out prior to 

surfacing. A number of laybys and a dwell 

area at top of road to be created as part of 

the scheme Minimal Prep work required Minimal Prep work required

Is planning/Part 8 approval required for the 

proposed works? If yes, give details of the 

current status. No No No No

Plans/sketches/tender documents for the 

proposed works (if such information is 

relevant). (Attach to this template and 

describe the information which is being 

provided in the cell to the right.) N/A N/A N/A N/A

Is the road currently maintained by the 

County Council, and/or will it be when the 

proposed works have been completed?

No but will be taken in charge after the 

works have been completed.  100% 

Funding is required

No but will be taken in charge after the 

works have been completed subject to 

Landowners signing a land dedication form 

(3 no landowners).  100% Funding is 

required

Yes - L-3143-1.  90% Funding is required No but the process to take in charge has 

already commenced. 100% Funding 

required to bring the road to the 

appropriate standard before take-over 

completion. 

Cost of the proposed works - please 

provide a breakdown (e.g. drainage cost, 

Clause 804/806 cost, surface dressing cost 

etc).

Total Cost = €325,000                          

Surfacing                                            

Overheads = €0                                                                                                

Bitmac = 8568 x €38 = €325,000                   

After Bitmac Works                                        

Overheads €0                                           

Works = €0       

Total Cost = €70,000                         Surfacing                                                      

Overheads = €5,000                                 

Bitmac = 1050 x €45 = €47,250                   

Prep & After Works                                         

Overheads = €5,000                                      

Works = €12,750          

Total Cost = €55,000                           

Surfacing                                                      

Overheads = €6,000                                 

Bitmac = 1200 x €35 = €49,000                           

Total Cost = €40,000                          

Surfacing                                                      

Overheads = €4,000                                     

DSD = 4500 x €8 = €36,000                  

ROADS - 2023 APPLICATION



5 6 7

Tory Island - County Road to Sea Wall (West 

Town)

Arranmore Island - Safety Audit on newly 

surfaced Lighthouse Road Owey Island - Environmental Assessment

185,455; 446,350 to 185,485; 446,300 166,100;417,145 to 164,310; 418,510 171,915; 422,925 to 171,455; 422,975

60m long and 4.0m wide

At least 3 sections along a 2.3km length of 

carriageway 550m long and 3.0m wide

Overlay with 60mm of AC14 N/A

Regulate with Clause 804 and Bitmac with 

60mm AC14. 

Minimal Prep work required

A safety concern has been raised at various 

locations along the newly surfaced 

Lighthouse road where a water body is in 

close proximity to the carriageway. 

Further to Island representations, an 

environemntal assessment is required to 

assess the feasibility and appropriateness of 

a bound bitmac layer on the Island

No No No

N/A N/A N/A

No but will be taken in charge after the 

works have been completed. 100% funding 

is required

No but the process to take in charge has 

already commenced. 100% Funding required 

to bring the road to the appropriate 

standard before take-over completion. 

Yes the L-14632. 90% funding is required

Total Cost = €25,000                          

Surfacing                                                      

Overheads = €5,000                                 

Bitmac = 240 x €75 = €18,000                   

Prep & After Works                                         

Overheads = €1,000                                      

Works = €1,000          

Total Cost = €15,000                                   

Prepare Safety Audit and Barrier Design (if 

deemed necessary) = €15,000

Total Cost = €5,000                                   

Prepare Environmental Impact Assessment          

(EIA Stage 1 & 2) = €5,000



Priority 1 2 3 4

Project name

Arranmore Island - Ballard Road (Dipping 

Pond) to Ring Road Tory Island - Poirtin Glass Road (West Town)

Tory Island - County Road to Sea (East 

Town)

Gola Island - Shop orthward to Lake and Sea 

Arches

Start and end points (as coordinates or on a 

map) 166,765; 415,350 to 165,955; 416,040 185,480; 446,360 to 184,230; 447170 186,910; 445,640 to 187,250; 445,220 176,845; 426565 to 176,425; 427,435

Road width 1120m long and 3.5m wide 1760m long and 3.5m wide 550m long and 3.5m wide 1000m long and 3.5m wide

Type of surface proposed (e.g. depth of 

Clause 804/806, asphaltic concrete, surface 

dressing (single/double) etc)

Regulate with Clause 804 and Bitmac with 

60mm AC14. 

Regulate with Clause 804 and Bitmac with 

60mm AC14. 

Regulate with Clause 804 and Bitmac with 

60mm AC14. 

Regulate with Clause 804 and Bitmac with 

60mm AC14. 

Other relevant details, if applicable (e.g. 

drainage, lay-by, etc) 

Drainage works to be carried out prior to 

surfacing. 

Drainage works to be carried out prior to 

surfacing. 

Drainage works to be carried out prior to 

surfacing. 

Drainage works to be carried out prior to 

surfacing. 

Is planning/Part 8 approval required for the 

proposed works? If yes, give details of the 

current status. No No No No

Plans/sketches/tender documents for the 

proposed works (if such information is 

relevant). (Attach to this template and 

describe the information which is being 

provided in the cell to the right.) N/A N/A N/A N/A

Is the road currently maintained by the 

County Council, and/or will it be when the 

proposed works have been completed?

No but can be taken in charge after the 

works have been completed subject to 

Landowners signing a land dedication form 

(approximately 275 no landowners).  100% 

funding is required

No but can be taken in charge after the 

works have been completed subject to 

Landowners signing a land dedication form 

(approximately 60 no landowners).  100% 

funding is required.

No but can be taken in charge after the 

works have been completed subject to 

Landowners signing a land dedication form 

(approximately 60 no landowners).  100% 

funding is required.

No but can be taken in charge after the 

works have been completed subject to 

Landowners signing a land dedication form 

(approximately 22 no landowners).  100% 

funding is required.

Cost of the proposed works - please 

provide a breakdown (e.g. drainage cost, 

Clause 804/806 cost, surface dressing cost 

etc).

Total Cost = €195,000                          

Surfacing                                                      

Overheads = €5,000                                 

Bitmac = 3920 x €45 = €176,400                   

Prep & After Works                                         

Overheads €5,000                                      

Works = €8,600

Total Cost = €480,000                         

Surfacing                                                      

Overheads = €5,000                                 

Bitmac = 6160 x €75 = €462,000                   

Prep & After Works                                         

Overheads €5,000                                      

Works = €8,000

Total Cost = €160,000                        

Surfacing                                                      

Overheads = €5,000                                 

Bitmac = 1925 x €75 = €144,375                  

Prep & After Works                                          

Overheads €5,000                                      

Works = €5,625

Total Cost = €235,000                        

Surfacing                                                      

Overheads = €5,000                                 

Bitmac = 3500 x €60 = €210,000                  

Prep & After Works                                         

Overheads €5,000                                      

Works = €15,000

DRAFT ROADS - 2024 APPLICATION



5 6 7 8

Gola Island - Southern Pier to Graveyard

Gola Island - Loop from Eastern Pier around 

passing Old Quarry Gola Island - Link to Old Schooldhouse

Arranmore Island - Safety Barrier - 

Lighthouse Road

176,895; 426,325 to 177,065; 426,125 177,135; 427,115 to 177,045; 426,705 177,065; 426,720 to 177,195; 426,175

3 no locations                                                     

1) 165,175; 417,730 to 164,895; 417920       

2) 166,090; 417,150 to 165,665; 417,360 

and 3) 164,465; 418,345 to 164,395; 

418,412

260m long and 3.5m wide 900m long and 3.5m wide 650m long and 3.5m wide

1) 350m long , 2) 450m Long and 3) 100m 

long

Regulate with Clause 804 and Bitmac with 

60mm AC14. 

Regulate with Clause 804 and Bitmac with 

60mm AC14. 

Regulate with Clause 804 and Bitmac with 

60mm AC14. N/A

Drainage works to be carried out prior to 

surfacing. 

Drainage works to be carried out prior to 

surfacing. 

Drainage works to be carried out prior to 

surfacing. 

Should the safety barrier be deened 

necessary following the Safety Audit to be 

completed in 2023 - funding will be required 

to provide the installation (including prep 

works) of the designed safety barrier

No No No No

N/A N/A N/A N/A

No but can be taken in charge after the 

works have been completed subject to 

Landowners signing a land dedication form 

(approximately 10 no landowners).  100% 

funding is required.

No but can be taken in charge after the 

works have been completed subject to 

Landowners signing a land dedication form 

(approximately 28 no landowners).  100% 

funding is required.

No but can be taken in charge after the 

works have been completed subject to 

Landowners signing a land dedication form 

(approximately 48 no landowners).  100% 

funding is required.

No but the process to take in charge has 

already commenced. 100% Funding 

required to bring the road to the 

appropriate standard before take-over 

completion. 

Total Cost = €70,000                          

Surfacing                                                      

Overheads = €5,000                                 

Bitmac = 910 x €60 = €54,600                  Prep 

& After Works                                          

Overheads €5,000                                      

Works = €5,400

Total Cost = €210,000                        

Surfacing                                                      

Overheads = €5,000                                 

Bitmac = 3150 x €60 = €189,000                

Prep & After Works                                         

Overheads €5,000                                      

Works = €11,000

Total Cost = €160,000                       Surfacing                                                      

Overheads = €5,000                                 

Bitmac = 2275 x €60 = €136,500                

Prep & After Works                                          

Overheads €5,000                                      

Works = €13,500

Total Cost (Estimate) = €135,000                       

Erection = 900m x €150/lm = €135,000









Island Project Service

2023 

Funding 

Application 

submitted

2023 

Funding 

Received

2024 Funding 

Application 

subject to 

necessary 

approvals

Dept

Arranmore Recycling Infrastructure Upgrade Environment €42,000 DRCD

Removal Shoreline Waste Environment €2,000 DRCD

Stackamore Crane Marine €115,000 DFAM

Pollawaddy Slipway Marine €40,000 DFAM

Aphort Pier Crane Marine €25,000 DRCD

Leabgarrow Pier Crane Marine €35,000 DRCD

Rannagh Slipway Resurfacing Marine €70,000 DRCD

Burtonport Quay Wall Marine €1,500,000 DFAM

Ring Road Screig Link Roads €325,000 DRCD

Stackamore Pier-Upper Leabgarrow Roads €70,000 DRCD

Aphort Road Roads €55,000 DRCD

Surface Dressing Roads €40,000 DRCD

Safety Audit-Lighthouse Road Roads €15,000 DRCD

Ballard to Ring Road Roads €195,000 DRCD

Safety Barrier-Lighthouse Road Roads €135,000 DRCD

Playground Refurbishment Community Development €17,025 DRCD

Tory Playground Refurbishment Community Development €155,300 DRCD

Sli Thoraí Walking Trail Extension Community Development €45,000 DRCD

Civic Amenity Site Fencing Environment €25,100 DRCD

West Town (Co. Road to Sea Wall) Roads €25,000 DRCD

Poirtin Glass Road Roads €480,000 DRCD

East Town (Co. Road to Sea ) Roads €160,000 DRCD

Magheraroarty Car Park Marine €130,000 DRCD

Gola Port a Chruinn Pier to be repaired Marine €75,000 DFAM

Public Toilet Provision Environment €29,224 DRCD

Swim Shelter Environment €20,500 DRCD

Swim Shelter (Magheragallen) Environment €20,500 DRCD

Shop to Sea Arches Roads €235,000 DRCD

Southern Pier to Graveyard Roads €70,000 DRCD

Eastern Pier Loop Roads €210,000 DRCD



Island Project Service

2023 

Funding 

Application 

submitted

2023 

Funding 

Received

2024 Funding 

Application 

subject to 

necessary 

approvals

Dept

Link to Old Schoolhouse Roads €160,000 DRCD

Owey Public Toilet Provision Environment €29,224 DRCD

Environmental Assessment Roads €5,000 DRCD

Rutland
Pontoon Marine

Inishboffin Inishboffin Crane Marine €100,000 DFAM

Inishfree

Inis Caorach

Inishmeane Aceess Steps Marine €20,000 DRCD

Island Roy Surface Dressing Roads €15,000 DRCD

Small Islands Ferry Service 2/3 times annually Department €4,950 DRCD

€1,220,823 €1,830,000 €1,645,000
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